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THE PATTERN 1908 WEB INFANTRY
EQUIPMENT.

SECTION I.—GENERAL REMARKS.

The main principle underlying the design of the Pattern
1908 Equipment is the ‘subdivision of the complete set into what
may be called the *“marching” and “fighting” portions. In ihe
latter nothing is included which is not essential to the fighting
efliciency of the soldier; and the articles composing it consist of :—

Rifle (with sling).
Bayonet.

A mmunition.
Intrenching tool.

Water.

To these may be added such cooked food as can be carried m
the haversack; together with an emergency ration and a spoon and
fork.

lverything else which goes to complete the soldier’s field kit is
to be esnsidered as surplus to his fighting requirements, and as
such relegated to the “marching ” portion of his equipment. Such
articles comprise :

Great coat. Razor.
Jomforter cap. Comb.
Spare pair of socks. Towel.
Mess tin and cover, Soap.
Tooth brush. | Housewife.
Shaving brush. Paybook.

and ave carried in a readily removable pack.

This mrrangement allows of the soldier having normally with
him the whole of his equipment, while, when an action is imminent,
the pack and its contents can be discarded, and their place taken,
if necessary, by extra ammunition in *“emergency ” bandoliers.
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Some of the other features of the equipment are alluded to in
the following remarks.

(A) Zhe component parts of the mfu:'fummt are all directly

(B)

connccled together. The resull of this is that the whole of
it can be taken off in one motion, and unless it is required
to be taken apart for any purpose, remains intact and
ready for putting on again at a moment’s notice. The
advantages of such an arrangement are obvious. Men
can turn out in harracks ov camp fully equipped in a few
moments, even in the dark. Separate articles have not
to be huuted for, by no means an easy matter i a
crowded tent ; all that each man has to do is to seize his
rifle and equipment and double to the place of assembly,
and within a few seconds of his arrival there heis ready
to march off,

Again, when a halt occurs on the line of march, every
man can at once, if he wishes, divest himself of the whole
of his load, resuming it the moment the order is given
to fall in.

The equipment s perfectly balanced. ~All former equip-
ments bave suffered from the defect that with no ammu-
nition-in the pouches in front, and with a pack or rolled
great coat on the back, the weight of the latter pulls
up the belt in front. In the 1908 equipment this does
not occur ; for no matter whether the cartridge carriers
are full or empty, and whatever the contents of the pack
may weigh, no movement of the equipment over the
shoulders can, if it has been properly fitted, take place.

(C) T'here are no straps crossing the chest. This feature, taken

in eonjunction with that referred to in (J), accounts
for the fact that the soldier can at all times march with
his waistbelt undone, and every button of his coat un-
fastened. The advantages to be derived therefrom are
too obvious to mention, but it shonld he clearly under-
stood that the correct balance of the equipment is in 1o
way impaired even under these conditions.

(D) Flexibility of the Equipmeni. With the exceplion of the

pack, which, when worn, must always be on the hack, the
articles carried by the soldier can be disposed in a variety
of ways.

By means of the end pieces provided there are altogether
fonr places in which the haversack, water hottle, and in-
trenching tool can be carried, and their relative positions
can therefore be varied at will.  IFor example, assuming
the pack to have heen discarded, the haversack and water
bottle ecan be taken away from their novimal positions on
the hips, fastened tegether, and placed on the back. In
this way the hips are freed from everything except
the bayonet and intrenching tool, whereby the man’s
actions are less hampered, especially in rough cr diflicult
country.



SECTION 1L —DESCRITION OF TUHE EQUIPMIENT.

The equipment is made thronghout of specially waterproofed
and woven webbing. The waterproofing process is applied to the
yarn before it is dyed, and thereby produces a material more
eflicient in this respeet than others which are treated after being
made up. The result of the treatment is to render the material
practically impervious to the weather, which might otherwise tend
to make it hard or cause it to stretch and shrink.

All the buckles used with the equipment are of the tongueless
or self-locking vaviety. With this deseription of buckle the free
end of the strap is passed through the slot, over the central bar
and under the horns of the other side of the buckle. (Plate I,
Figs. 1 and 2.) The strap will then be found to be securely locked,
and though it may be tightened up it will not slip back. The strap
may either be threaded directly through the horns of the buckle,
or one edge of it can be passed sideways in throurh the gate, the
other edge being subsequently inserted by pinching up the web.
(Plate 1, Fig. 3.) _

Te unfasten the attachment all that it is necessary to do is to
pinch the edges of the strap together at a point just outside the
" horns of the buckle, when the web will pass freely out between
the horns. (Plate 1, Fig. 4.) The strap has then only to be pulled
out Lhrough theslot.

The large buckle on the waistbelt is constructed somewhat
differently from the others, being a double one; the priuciple
involved is, however, just the same. .
~ The component parts of the equipment consist of the follow-
ing :—

(«.) Waistbelt.

(b.) Frog.

(¢.) Braces (2).

(d) Carvtvidge, carriers (1 lefl, 1 right).
(e.) Pack.

(f.) Supporting straps (2).

(9.) Haversack.

(h.) Waterbottle carrier.

(¢.) Intrenching tool carrier®

() Wedsthelt.—This is issued in two sizes, large and smail,
the overall length of the webbing being 48 and 40 inches
respectively. The width in each case is the same, viz,
3 inches, 1t is fitted with a large buckle in front, and
with two smaller huckles and two end pieces in the centre
of the back. The length of the belt is adjustable about

the buckle end.

(b.) Frog. This consists of a loop to slip on the waisthelt and
a body fitted with two horizontal loops. The scabbard is

* According to the type of intrenching tool which may eventually be adopted,
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inserted and pushed through until the stud on the outside
comes out hetween the two loopes.

(c.) Draces. These are interchangeable, and cach consists of a
strip of webbing 50 inches long and 2 inches wide. This
width is increased to 4 inches for a short distance about
the middle of the brace, in order that the weight of the
equipment may be evenly distributed on the shoulders.
Ilach Drace is provided with a sliding buckle for the
attachment of the pack.

(d.) Cartridge Curriers. 'These are not interchangeable, one
being reserved for the right and one for the left hand
side ; in all other respects they are identical.

Each consisis of an assemblage of five 15.round pockets
in two tiers with separate covers secured by means of snap
fasteners. An upper and a lower stud are provided for
each fastener to be employved respectively when the
pocket is filled and empty. The interior of each pocket is
divided by means of partitions into three receptacles, each
holding one clip of five rounds.

The carrier is fitted with a double hook at each end for
altaching it to the waistbelt, to which it is further
secured by two narrow bands passing round the belt and
snapped on to studs on the lower front edge of the carrier.
A buckle and end piece are fitted to the back, as also a
narrower end piece set obliquely and protruding to the
rear of the carrier. -

(e.) L'ack. This consists of a rectangular shaped sack, the
dimensions of which are approximately 15 X 13 x 4
inches. 1t is open at the top and is closed by a
folding cover secured by two narrow straps. Weather
flaps are provided which fold down under the cover.
Two web loops are attached to the bottom of the pack,
throngh which the supporting straps (f) are passed. A
short snspension tal) is fixed to each of the upper corners
on the side nearest to the wearer’s back, also small huekles
to which are attached the upper ends of the supporting
straps (/)

(1.) Supporting Straps.—These are interchangeable, and each
consists of a strip of 1 inch webbing 32 inches long, litted
with a buckle at one end.

(g9.) Jlaversack.—This consists of a reetangular bag of dimen-
sions (approximate) 11 X 9 X 2 inches and has a cover
secured by two small straps and huckles.  The interior is
longitndinally divided by means of a partition.  The
haversack is fitted on the back with two suspending Lalw,
at the ends with large buckles; and on the front with

~smaller huckles at the bottom corners,

Another small buckle is fitted to the top of the cover,
and a stud is provided lower down on the haversack itself.
These two last-named attachments allow of the water-
bottle Dbeing carried on the baversack under certain
conditions.

(h.) Waterbottle Carrier.—This consists of a skeleton frame-
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work in which the waterhottle is inserted and secured by
a snapped on retaining strap.  The cavvier s fitted with
two buckles for attachment to the end pieces of the equip-,
ment, and has a short extension piece and snap fastener
for use when the waterbottle is carried on the front of the
haversack (when the haversack is carried on the back n
place of the pack, s2e Seet. 111, 16).

(2.) Iatrenching Tool Carrier. See foolnole on page 3.

Plate IT shows the component parts of the equipment, and

Plate 111 an assembled set.

SECTION IIL-—T0 ASSEMBLE TIIE EQUIPMENT.

As has been previously stated the design of the equipment

admits of variations in the relative positions of certain portions of
it, but the normal arrangement will be as now deseribed.

(1) Adjust the waistbelt until it is comfortably tight, taking

care that when fastened the large buckle comes in the
centre of the body in front, and that the two smaller
buckles are in a perfectly cemtral position at the back.
When the belt is fastened there should be about three
inches of the running end clear of the buckle. The
“outside” of the belt is the side on which the rear bhuckles
are fixed.

(2) When the belt has been satisfactorily adjusted, lay it ount

on the ground, inside downwards and the large buckle to
the right. Slip the bayonet frog over the tongue of the
belt and Lring it round to a position on the left hand side
so that it-will hang, when the Delt is put on, upon the left
hip. The exact position will vary with the physique of
the wearer aud can only be determined by experience.

(3) Attach the cartridge carriers on the ontside of the belt by

Iw:main;gr the double hooks over and under the edges of the
belt. Their position on the helt may, as in the case of the
frog, vary with each man, but speaking generally, the rear
double hooks should be set close up to the rear buckles on
the belt. When the position has been determined, pass
the small securing straps round the inside of the belt and
snap them on to their studs, |

(4) Take one of the braces and secure one of its ends to one of

the rear buckles on the helt, pulling it through the buckle
until, in the case of an averagely tall man, it comeides
with the fixed emd picce on the helt.  Pass the other end
of the brace (taking eare not to twist it) through the
cartridge carvier buckle on the opposite side, and pull it
throngh until it coinecides likewise with the fixed end
picce.  Repeat this operation with the other brace.

Although each of the braces is symmetrical, that is to
say, is reversible fore and aft, it is essential that their
sliding buckles should be on the rear part of the braces,
and so disposed that the open sides are next to the widen-
ing of the braces.
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(5) Try the equipment on in its present state, getting into it as
if it were a waistecoat. 1f it has been properly fitted the
belt should rest in its natural position all round the
waist, while the braces should show mno slack in them.
The latter will be crossed behiind and come down verti-
cally in front, while four end pieces will hang below the
belt on each side, two being to the front and two to the
rear, and one of each pair on top of the other. DMake any

- necessary adjustments, then remove the equipment and
lay it on the ground as before.

(6) Attach the haversack by its large buckles to the two
outer end pieces on the left-hand side. Adjust it so that
it bangs in a convenient position on the left hip without
interfering with the drawing or returning of the bayonet.

(7) In a similar way attach the intrenching tool carrier to the
inner end pieces on the right-hand side, adjusting it until
1t rests comnfortably on the hip.

(8) Then similarly attach the waterbottle carrvier (with -the
waterbottle in it) to the outer end pieces on the same
side, and adjust both carriers until they ride com-
fortably.

The equipment as it now stands xepreseuts the ‘“fighting”
portion, and will usually suflice for drills and mancuvres (Plate
[V). Tor marching order parades or on other occasions on which
the pack has to be carried proceed as follows :—

(9) The table in the appendix details the articies which are
carried in the paek, and they call for careful packing if a
neat and compact result is to be obtained. The mess tin
should bethe last article placed in the pack.

(10) Lay the assembled equipment face downwards on the
ground and place the pack on it. PPass the suspension
tabs through the sliding buckles on the braces ; the posi-
tion of fhese buckles may vary with each man, but
gencrally speaking they should he pushed up to a point
just short of where the brace begins to widen out.

(11) Attach the buckle of one of the supporting straps to the
narrow end piece coming out from tﬂm hack of one of the
cartridge carrievs, allowing about two inches of the stiap
to come clear of the buckle.  Passc the end of the sup-
porting strap through the web loop on the botton of the
pack and lead it diagonally across the front of the pack
up to the small buckle on the opposite suspension tab.
Pass it through the buckle and pull it as tight as it will
go and secure it. Repeat the operation with the other

strap. (Plate V.)

As the correct balance of the equipment depends alinost en-
tirely upon these supporting straps, it is very important
that they should he 2s taut as possible, as they then bind
the pack tightly to the main body of the equipment and
prevent it shifting,



9

To OPEN THE PACK WHEN ATTACHED.

(12) Cast off the supporting straps from the buckles on the
suspenston tabs, loosen and open the cover.

To necLose The PAck.

(13) Secure the cover and refasten the supporting straps as
before, taking care that they are drawn taut.

To piscArD Tne JFAcCK.

(14) Cast off the lower ends of the supporting straps and free
the suspension tabs from the brace buckles. The pack
will then drop off; the supporting straps remaining attached
to it.

To rur THE Pack oN AGAIN.

(15) Secure the suspension tabs to the brace buckles, east
off the upper ends of the supporting straps, secure the
lower ends as before, and re-secure the upper ends to the
suspension tabs, pulling them taut.

Of the operations numbered 12 to 15, number 14 is the
only one which, after alittle practice, ean be earried out by
the soldier unaided so long as the equipment is in position.
Having regard, however, to the speed and facility with
which the whole equipment can be taken off and put on
again, the simplest way of performing any one of these
four operations is to take the equipment off, carry out
what is required, and put it on again.

To CArry THE Haversack AND WATERBOTTLE ON THE BACK.

(16) Lay the equipment on the ground and remove the pack,
waterbottle carrier, and baversack, Draw the sliding
buckles about four inches down the braces, and secure the
haversack suspension tabs to them. Secure thé cartridge
carrier end pieces to the small Dbuckles at the lower
corners of the haversack. Lay the waterbottle carrier on
the front of the haversack, snap the fastener on the stud,
nnd secure the extension piece on the earrier to the small
buckle on top of the haversack, pulling it well through.
Then resume the eguipment.  (Plate V1)

Nore.—When the haversack and waterhottle are carried
in this position the buckle ends of the former should
be tucked away under the cover. The V-shaped
retaining strap of the waterbottle carrier should he
unfastened, the buckle ends gathered up against the
neck of the bottle, and the retaining strap re-fastened
over them. '

To Carey rur Warernorrie, HAvERSACK, o INTRENCHING
TooL SEPARATE ¥rom e ResT oF The EQUIPMENT.

(17) Separate one (or both if required) of the braces from the
rest of the equipment, and attach it (or them) by the ends
to the article (or-articles) which it is desired to carry.
The ordinary method of slinging across the shoulder can
then be resoried to. (Plate V11.)
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SECITON IV.—CARE AND PRESERVATION.,.

When the equipment has once heen properly fitted to each man
it should be kept assembled as far as possible, although the pack
need not always remain attached. 1t will be found convenient if,
when a correct fit has been obtaiued, a light mark is made to show
where each adjustment should always come. This saves trouble in
case the equipment has to be taken apart and re-assembled.

The webbing should not be washed or treated with any
description of dressing or preparation. Dust and mud (whén dry)
should be removed with an ordinary clothes brush. T'he metal
work should not be polished hut allowed to get dull, soas to avoid
catching the rays of the sun.

SECTION V.—MARKING,

The component parts of the equipment will be marked in
black, as was the case with the bufl accoutrements.
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APPENDIX,

TABLE OF

A) Personal clothing, as worn
(=}
by the soldier :—

lh. o=
Helmet s, & 02
Jacket, with field dres-
8ing e, 2 83
Trousers v & B
Jersey o 1 03
Braces we B 4
Shirt .., - e 1 13
Woollen belt... ... 0 41
Socks ... we 0 43
Boots ... 5.4 . 3 14
Putiees . 0O 121
Clasp knife . 0 7%
Drawers o 1 AP
Total ... -0
(E) Accoutrements :—
{b. o-.
Waistbelt ... w 013
Two T7H-ronnd cart-
ridge carriers X 7
Two braces ... 0 9
Pack (with su ppm Lm (s
strap) Ji8
Waterbottle (El]lpt'} )
with carrier e LT
Haversack (17 ua.% p
with  fork  anc
spoon (4 0z.) g 5

Total o

13

WEIGILTS.
(B) Arms :(—

- [l oz,
Rifle, with sling .., 31
Bayonet,  scabbard

and frog . g

Total €N . 9 8}
(C) Ammunition :—
150 rounds S.A.A. ... 9 13}
(D) Intrenching tool and
carriage (m}) wie » 0

(IF) Articles carrvied in pack :—

. oz

Greatcoat .., we O D
Socks .. 0 4}
Comforter c*a,p we O 31
Mess tin and cover ... 1 {,1
Tooth brush ... 0 0
oot laces ... s 0 G}
Housewife (fitted) ... 0 3
Towel and soap 0 11}
Razor and ease 0 9l
Shavisg brush 0 1}
Comb ... 0 ol
PEL:,' book 0 2
Total . 99
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TABLE OF WEIGHTS-—continued.

(G) Rations and water : —

D, oz

Water (in bottle) e 2 28
Iomergency ration (9} 0z.) and portion
of bread 1ation (say 12 oz.) carvied

in haversack ... ves 1 D%
Portion of meat ration (say 12 oz.)

carried 1n mess tin ... we: O 12

Total ... oo K Y,

MAarcning KQuipMENT. Frienrina KEqQuirnEeNnT.
. oz (h. oz
(A) Persomnal clothing... 15 0 Marching equipment ... 58 4]
(B) Arms oo oo 9 8} Deduet pack and con-
(C) Ammunition (150 tents ... oo 12 B3
rounds) ... e 9 134
(D) Intrenching tool ... 3 0 45 143
() Accoutrements ... 715 Add 120 rounds S.A.A.
(F) C'ontents of pack ... 9 9 m two emergency
(G) Rations and water 4 4 bandoliers ... aw € A4

Total weight of fight-
ing equipment (270
Total ... s 4 rounds) —

e ———
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Amendments to the Instructions in
b the Pamphlet on the Pattern 1908

" Gen. No.

613 Web Infantry Equipment. -

Page 8—
Cancel paragraphs (10), (11) and (16), and substitute :—

(10) Lay the assembled equipment face downwards on the
ground aud place the pack with the opening upwards upon it.
Attach the buckle of one of the supporting straps to the narrow
end pieces coming out from the back lower corner of one of the
cartridge carriers, taking care that the buckle is as close up to the
corner of the carrier as possible. Pass the end of the supporting
strap through the web loop on the bottom of the pack anfr lead it
diagonally across the frout of the paeck up to the small buckle on
the opposite suspension tab. Pass it throngh the buckle, pull it as
tight as it will go and secure it. Repeat the operation with the
other strap (Plate V). Sg '

As the correct balance of the equipment depends almost entirely
upon these supporting 8'raps, i 48 very important that they should be
as taut as possible, as they then bind the pack tightly to the main
body of the equipment and prevent it shifting. "

(11) Adjust the sliding buckles on the braces so that they come
naturally to the point of attachment of the suspension tabs on the
pack. Pass the tabs through the sliding buckles on the braces;
if properly fitted the braces should now lie flat against the back of
the pack, being 'neither slack nor in a state of strain, and the
bottom of the pack should be on a level with the lower edge of the
waistbelt,

The essential point to remember is that the weight of the pack 1s,
¥ the first instance at any rate, carried by the mnarrow end pieces
attached to the carriers, ana not by the suspension tabs at the top of
the pack. The function of these latter is to keep the pack from
falling away from the body. After a short time the weight of the
pack slightly stretches the narrow end straps of the carriers, the
weight then becoming partly transferred to the suspension tabs.
If the whole or even the greater fmrﬁﬂn of the weight be allowed to be
transferred to the suspension tabs, the éssential merit of the design s
sacrificed.

Page 9, paragraph (16), delete whole paragraph and substitute :—

(16) Lay the equipment on the ground and remove the pack,
water-bottle carrier and haversack. Secure the cartridge carrier

(B 452) Wt. 20,120--68 41/2627 10,000 10/09 I &S P.09/392



>

endd pieces to the small buckles at the lower corners of the
haversack., Draw the sbdine buckles downe the braeces
wntil they come into s cosvenient position oppeosite the
fixed ends of the tabs with hoass tips at the top of the
haversack, Secure these
talis to the shiing buckies. The weight of the Jlaversank
shootlod gt by taken Ly these tabs, but i-;.’ thie lower corner
bruckles abwove mentioned,  Lay the waterbottic carrier ou
the front of the haversack, If the waterhottle carrier 18
provided with the suap fastener and the haversack with
the corvesponding stud, suap the fastener ot the stwk and
seentv the extension pece on the carvier to the small
buckle on the top of the havemsuek, puliing 1t well
thr -Ilgh. :

11 there be vosnap fsstener on the waterhottle earvier,
i1 horizantal lnop is provided on the flap of the baversack,
This latter artangement. is provided in the latest muaKes of
carrive and Taversack {ser pavagraph (A), pace 53 With-
Qraw the extension piece u\! the carvier frome the loop n
the web piece ranping retd the upper portion of the
waterhottle, pass it through the loop on the fap of the
bversack, then through the eatrier loop and sceurs it to
the buekle on the centre of the top of the haversaek s
Dt

Karkee Web’s.copy of this document is missing the second page of
this Amendment. Above is a speculative reconstruction of what it may
have read,based on the text of the 1911 Australian version.
Created by Rog Dennis.
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