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PATENT SPECIFICATION

Application Date, June 23, 1916. No. 8873/186.
Complete Left, Dec. 4, 1916. |
Complete Aoceptgd, July 23, 1917.

PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION.

Improvements in or relating to Military Equipments.

We, THE Mitrs EquremenNt CompaNy Limitep, Manufacturers, and Avsewr
ALEXANDER LrTHERN, Designer, all of 72, Victoria Street, Westminster, London,
5.W., do hereby declare the nature of this invention to be as follows:

This invention relates to military equipments and has for its object to effect
certain improvements in equipments of known type with a view to enabling an
equipment to be constructed in the first instance for the use of cavalry er
infantry which will be capable of conversion or adaptation for other uses as
occasion may require, also to permit various forms of equipment to be built up
from standard parts. : :

The equipment forming: the subject of the present invention is based primarily
on the main features embodied in thg prior British Patents Nos. 28812 of 1906

-and 23886 of 1911. As previously constructed equipments of this nature have

usually been made up in the first instance in a form suitable to the particular
purpose for which they were intended to be used as for instance equipments for
the use of infantry or cavalry or officers of cither branch of the service, and while
owing to the construction and arrangement of the parts it was possible to effect
some modifications in the disposition of the various members forming the whole
equipment there has mnot been present in these earlier comstructions such a
standardization of the parts that it was possible to comstruct from these parts
different types of equipment without structural modifications or other substantial
alterations. Also such known equipments could not be adapted to varying uses
as for instance where a cavalryman was employed dismounted and required 1o

have his equipment arranged as for infaniry work. In the present equipment

these defects are remedied and an equipment produced which can be modified in
the various ways indicated. -

The improved equipment comprises as a basis an arrangement of belt, main
cartridge carriers and shoulder straps or braces such as is already known and
described in the Specifications of the prior Patents above referred to and more
particularly No. 23,586 of 1911. The belt in that construction is composed of a
back portion the ends of which are adjustably connected to two cartridge carriers
which form the front part of the belt and can be joined at the front of the wearer.

The shoulder straps or braces are connected by buckles or slides to the back
portion of the belt and after crossing over each is attached to the upper part of a
cartridge carrier by a buckle or slide. The ends of these braces extend below
the belt and carriers so as to be available for attachment of articles if desired.

According to this invention these basic parts of the equipment are of standard
dimensions and provided with standard fittings and accessories so that articles
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such as a havers:‘n‘ck, water bottle or the like can be attached thereto or mounted
thereon in various positions according to the requirements of the wearer without
reconstruction of the equipment. or the employment of parts or members which
do not find a place in the standard parts. Further, in order to provide for
eavalry usé where it is desirable to sling the rifle over the shoulder, a device
disposed on or adjacent to the upper part of one of the cartridge carriers is pro-
vided for the purpose of attaching the, rifle sling thereto in a manner which
enables the weight to be taken and partly balanced by the cartridge carrier so
thut there is no pressure by the fifle sling across the chest while the rifle itself is
held against a pad or the like disposed to one side of the back part of the belt in
such a manner that it can readily be freed when required for use but.is normally,
prevented from inconvenient movement. The water bottle can be mounted on
1he outside of the haversack and the latter siung from a shoulder strap and fixed
to the belt in such a2 way that it can be released and though not entirely freed
from the equipment yet availalle so that it can be drawn from under the weaver’s
arm into a position where access can be readily had to the water bottle. Alter-
natively the water boitle can be separated from the haversack and slung in the
saume way as the haversack but on the oppusite side. A similar attachment to a
shoulder strap and to the belt is employed so as to permit of the bottle bein
freed for access. HKither the haversack or the bottle in this case woul
occupy the position in which the rifle when slung would lie to one

" side against the lower purt of the wearer’s back. Obviously in such an arrange-
ment, however, the rifle could uot then be slung without altering the position of
one of these articles. Such arrangements.as these are particularly suited for
cavalry wuse but .if desired the waterbotile aud haversac{ can be
separately suspended from the belt on opposile sides as for infantry use. Yet
further if a knapsack is required this can be applied to the standard equipment

~without difficully and in such a manuner that it can readily be mounted on the
equipment or detached therefrom after the manner described in the Specification
of Application for British Letters Patenut No. 10,893 of 1915.

X .

"The. equipment permits of additional_ cartridge carriers being monunted if
‘desired on the Lelt while a bayonet frog can also be carried on the back portion
“‘of the belt. TFurther if it is desired to adapt the equipment for officers’ use the
‘cartridge carriers may be removed and rep%aced by, a revolver holster, ammuni-
tion pockets, a case for field glasses and pockets for carrying a compass and other
articles or yet again thesoe filtings or some of them may be replaced by pockets or
pouches adapted to carry medical necessaries. Thus on the members forming a
bazis such as described 1t is possible by standardization of the parts and suitable
arrangements of the conunections and details of construction to make up equip-
ments in various forms or to modify the disposition of the articles carried on the
equipment as primarily made up so as to meet various requirements and
conditions. L
The construction of the improved equipment may now be desecribed in detail.
As already mentioned the basis of the equipment is comprised by two cartridge
carriers which ave attached te the ends of the belt strip so is to together make
up the complete belt, the cartriélge' carriers being separable from the belt portion.
Kach carrier conveniently comprises a known arrangement of three cartridge
pockets on a backing the pockets being arranged two or more on the belt line and
one or more above them. The front portion of each cartridge carrier i1s provided
with a fastening member attached to the carrier or its backing by sewing or
otherwise. This member preferably comprises a frame composed of two parallel
members connected at their ends and having towards one end an eye preferahly
formed square and towards the other end a somewhat flattened broad hook of the
same approximate width as the cye. These fastening members are formed

similar except that the hook of one member is turned in one dircction while the 5

hook of the other member is turned in the opposite direction and thus when the
members are attached to the cartridge carriers and the laiter are in place the
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hook of one member is in a position to engage the square eye of the other member
so that interlocking of these devices is effected and a convenicnt fastening is
provided for the front ends of the belt.

On the upper part of each cartridge carrier is mounted an attachment device
formed conveniently of three parallel members connected at their ends one of
these members preferably being rather shorter than the other and thus forming
two flattened eyes of different lengths. The device is attached to the cartridge
carrier by a broad strap passing through the wider eye of the device while

" through the narrower eye 1s passed a short strap which is sewn or rivetted in

place or otherwise fixed. The other end of this short strap carries a buckle or
slide of the following form. This slide comprises two parallel members connected
at their ends and a third paraliel member which is mutilated by a central portion
being removed thus forming two inwardly directed fingers or hooks. This device |
is gimilar to one already extensively used in equipments of this kind as a buckle
or slide without tongue. In the improved construction however this slide has
mounted on it a stud of suitable shape and is provided with a flattened eye.
The end of the brace strap is passed through this buckle and adjustably held
thereby and thus connected to the upper part of the cartridge carrier leaving
the eye and stud free for other uses which will be referred to hereafter.

The rear end of each brace passes through a slide or buckle attached by a
short strap to the back portion of the belt. Omne of the braces has attached to it
by sewing or otherwise at a suitable point in its length and in its back portion
a strip of material forming a loop of such dimensions that the other brace can
pass freely through this loop. This is at the point where the braces cross on the-
back of the wearer and keeps them in place while permitting free play of these
braces one with relation to the other. Mach brace is conveniently formed
broader about its middle portion where it passes over the shoulder of the wearer
and on this broader portion are formed or mounted one or more loops of such
width as to permit of the frec passage there-through of a strap of less width than
that part of the brace. To one end of this strap is attached a melal fitting
having a keyhole slot in it adapted to engage the stud already described as being
carried on the slide or fitting mounted at the upper part of each cartridge
carrier. The arrangement is such that the forward end of this strap can be
thus attached to or disconnected from the upper part of the cartridge carrier
and when freed this strap can slide through the loop or loops on the brace.
One or both braces is thus provided with a sliding sirap. In place of the
fitting having a keyhole slot the forward end of this sliding strap may have a
flattened hook adapted to engage the eye mentioned as being provided near the
stud on the slide carried by the upper part of the cartridge carrier.

At a suitable point in the back portion of the belt and preferably adjacent to
the point of attachment of one of the braces is placed a fitting having a key-hole
slot in it this fitting being carried on a short strap so as to hang downward.
Two such devices are preferably disposed one on each side of the back portion
of the belt. Adjacent to one or both of these devices a flaltened metal eye of
suitable dimensions is attached to the belt. These fittings are all employed for
purposes to be hereinafter described. .On the back portion of the belt and
towards one side thereof there is mounted a pad or plate against which the rifle
can be held when slung on the shoulder. This pud serves o prevent chafe and
is conveniently formed of a strip of material faced with fibre, leather or other
suitable substance, the back of the pad or plate being provided with loops
through which the belt is passed. At one end of this pad there is mounted a
slide or buckie and through this slide is passed one end of a strap which is con-
veniently faced or lined as to part of its inner side with material adapted to
take the wear of chafe of the rifle against which it lies. The other end of this
strap carries a hook of the following construction which is adapted to engage a
flattened metal eye rivetted or otherwise securely attached to the rear portion of
the adjacent cartridge carrier. This is that carrier which lies on the right hand
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of the front of the wearer the rifle being usually slung over the left shoulder
with the butt pendant behind the right hip. The hook 1n question is formed of
a single piece of wire of suitable thickness doubled on itself to form a flat loop
and then twisted so as to connect the two parts together. The two ends of the
wire thus extend at right angles to the flat loop and being slightly separated the
end of each is curved into the form of a hook, the two hooks being oppositely
- directed and lying side by side. There is thus formed a spring hook composed
of two separable members between which the eye which the hook is intended to
engage can be passed, the hooks being sprung apart in the process. When the
eye is engaged it is impossible to disengage the hook except by suitable manipu-
- lation thereof so as to bring the hooks into a position such that they can be drawn
away from and permit the passage between them of the eye. By means of this
device the rifle can be securely strapped against the side and back of the wearer
but readily released when required for use. The rifle sling is conveniently pro-
vided with some device such as a pendant strip which when the sling is placed
over the shoulder permits the rifle to be connected to the stud or eye on the upper

I

1L

part of the left band cartridge carrier thus leaving the sling free to pass loosely -

over the chest of the wearer. i

The haversack is provided at its rear upper corners with two slides or buckles
and two tabs or short straps. On its under side preferably about the centre is
fixed a stud. On the front edge of the flap cover are two short tabs or straps
which' lie one over the other, of these the undermost is adapted to engage a slide
or buckle mounted on the face of the outer or front wall OF the haversack. The
haversack itself may, be constructed in various ways but is conveniently built
up of a broad strip of suitable material folded so as to form the front and back
walls and the flap or cover. A narrow strip of the same material is then attached
along the bottom and carried up to form the ends or sides, the ends of the narrow
strip being then directed inwards to form inturned flaps which lie beneath the
cover and partly over the mouth of the haversack so as to assist In retaining
the contents in place. These flaps are preferably sewn along one edge to the
cover of the haversack so as to obviate having to fold them in before closing the
haversack. With this arrangement when the cover is lifted the fiaps also lift
partially with it and conversely when the cover is closed the flaps automatically
go back into place. The second tab or short strap on the front edge of the cover
serves as ohe of the means for attaching and mounting the waterbotitle carrier
on the haversack. In one form this carrier is in the main similar to a known
type and comprises straps which pass round the waterbottle and under it. One
of these straps which passes from one side of the waterbottle to the other round
and under its base carries at each end a slide or buckle. At the bottom of the
skeleton carrier is mounted another slide or buckle. The latter when the bottle
is to be mounted on the haversack engages the uppermost short strap or tab
above described as being provided on the front edge of the haversack cover.
Slides on the ends of the side straps of the waterbottle carrier are adapted to
engage the tabs on the upper corners of the haversack so that the water bottle is
then mounted on the flap of the haversack in such a way thai access can be
readily had to the contents of the- haversack since when the cover is opened the
waterbottle is lifted with it. On the other hand the waterbottle itself is equally
available for use.

That strap forming part of the skeleton bottle carrier which passes round the
centre of the bottle is conveniently reinforced or thickemed at two opposite
points where most sharply curved so as to stiffen the strap and cause the carrier
to tend to maintain its shape and remain open when the bottle is removed. This
facilitates replacing the bottle. On the bottom of the carrier is arranged a stud
adapted to engage one of the key-hole slotted members mounted on the back
portion of the belt when the boitle is arranged in one of the positions hereafter
deseribed. .

Supposing the above described members are to be arranged to form an equip-
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- ment suitable for a cavalryman the waterbottle 1s mounted on the haversack in

the manner described and the latter is attached to the equipment in the following
way. One of the slides or buckles on the upper back portion of the haversack is
engaged by a short strap which projects rearwardly from the upper part of the
left hand cartridge carrier. The otber buckle or slide on the haversack is
engaged by the rear end of one of the marrow siraps which lies over a shoulder

- strap or brace and. passes through the loops thereon this being’ the brace which

rans across the right shoulder of the wearer. The other end of this sliding
strap is attached in the manner described to the stud at the tep of .the right
hand cartridge carrier. The stud at the bottom of the haversack is engaged by
the key-hole slotted member pendant from the left hand back portion of the belt.
The haversack and waterbottle are thus firmly carried at the back of the wearer
towards the left hand side. If it is required to have access to the haversack or
waterbottle the stud at the boltom of the haversack is first disengaged from the
key-hole slotted member and then the front end of the sliding sirap passing over

- the right shoulder is released. It is then possible to draw the haversack and

waterbottle forward beneath the left arm, though the haversack still remains
suspended from the short strap which connects it to the left hand cartridge
carrier. The haversack can subsequently be replaced by pulling on the sliding
shoulder strap and again fastening the end thereof after which the stud beneath
the haversack is once more engaged by the member pendant from the back of
the belt. With this arrangement of the equipment the rifle can be slung with
the sling strap passing over the left shoulder the weight being taken and
balanced to a considerable extent by, the left hand cartridge carrier in the manner
already described. The rifle is held firmly against the back of the wearer
towards the right hand side by the strap with hook device which -passes round
the rifle and holds it against the chafing pad or plate. When the brecch or
butt end of the rifle is thus held a certain amount of the weight thereof is {aken
by the belt at this point owing to the rifle being kept close to the body and not
being allowed to swing freely. 1TIn this way the total weight of the rifle may be
considered to be distributed hetween the shoulder of the wearer, the cartridge

~ carrier on the left hand side in the front and the belt on the right hand side at

the back.

It the rifle is not lo be slung, the waterbottle, in place of being mounted on
the outside of the haversack in the manner described above, may be separated
from the haversack nnd- disposed on the opposite side of the back of the wearer
against the belt in the same way as the haversack. 1f so arranged the water-
hottle is connected by one of the slides or buckles with which it is provided at
its npper part to the rear end of one of the straps which slides over a shoulder
strap, this connection being the same as that employed for suspending one corner
of the haversack. The other upper buckle or slide of the waterbottle earrier is
connected to a short strap which extends rearwardly from the upper part of the
cartridge carrier on the side where the bottle is disposed. This conneetion is
again similar to that employed for the forward corner of the haversack. TFinally
the stud on the underside of the bottle carrier is engaged with one of the key-
hole slotted members provided for this purpose on the back portion cf the helt.
The suspension of the waterbottle is thus identical with that cmploved for the
haversack when arranged for cavalry use and the boitle can be partially released

_ so that it can be drawn forward under the arm of the wearer in the same manner

as a similar operation can be performed with the haversack as above set forth.
If now a cavalryman is dismounted and it is desircd to arrauge his equipment

_as for an infantryman, the rifle can be removed and carried in the usual way.

The haversack and waterbottle may then be detachéd from the equipment and
slung one on either side of the weaver in the following way. As alveady
mentioned the ends of the brace straps extend beyond their points of attachment
in the front to the cartridge carriers and in the rear to the back portion of the
belt. These ends of the brace members can thus be utilised to engange the slides
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. or buckles mounted on the upper parts of the haversack and waterbottle carrier

respectively. According as it may be convenient the waterbottle may be thus
slung at the right hand side and the haversack at the left hand side or conversely.

If the equipment is to be made up primarily for the use of an infantryman the
device for strapping the rifle to the back right hand portion of the belt can be
removed. The haversack and waterbottle are then slung from the ends of the
brace members in the manner described. A knapsack of the kind described in
the Specification of the prior application for British Letters Patent No. 10,893/15
may then be mounted on the equipment the carrying straps being connected at
their forward portions to the studs on the upper parts of the eartridge carriers
if the knapsack is provided with key-hole slotted fittings for this purpose. Alter-
natively if as preferred the knapsack carrying straps are provided with hooks

" these hooks can engage the flat eyes formed on the members which carry the
studs and are mounted on the upper parts of the cartridge carriers. If desired
a cavalryman when dismounted and after rearrangement of his haversack and
waterbottle as above described can carry a knapsack in this manner as the neces-
sary connections are provided on his equipment. Yet further if the infantryman
requires accommodation for additional cartridges the necessary pockets ecan be
mounted on the back portion of the belt behind the main cartridge carriers.
For example a pocket of suitable type and dimensions is provided with one or
more loops or other attaching devices on its back and through these loops the
back portion of the belt is passed. The pocket thus lies preferably immediately
behind the main cartridge carrier. A. bayonet frog of suitable type can also be
carried on the belt by passing the latter through loops on the frog which then
lies on the left hand side adjacent to the main cartridge carrier, and between
it and the extra pocket if the latter is used.

In the case of an infantry form of the equipment the sliding straps which lie
on the braces are not required and these can be drawn out of the retaining loops
and either not supplied with the equipment when made up for this purpose or
retained for use if it is desired to adapt or modify the equipment in other ways
in the manner deseribed.

Yet again if the equipment is to be arranged for the use of officers the haver-
sack and waterbottle can be slung as already mentioned from the ends of the
brace members or carried as for a cavalryman. The cartridge carriers however
in this case are replaced by fittings suitable for an officer. For instance a pistol
holster is arranged on a suitable backing with a pocket adapted to hold pistol
ammunition above it. This member has the necessary belt connection and front
fastening device and takes the place of the left hand ecartridge carrier and is
provided at its upper part with the slide or buckle having the stud and eye as
described in the case of the cartridge carrier. The right hand cartridge carrier
is replaced by two superimposed pockets mounted on a suitable backing the
upper and smaller pocket being adapted to contain a compass or other like article
and a larger one below to contain field glasses. The backing on which these
pockets are mounted is arranged as the cartridge carrier which it replaces so as
to be connected to the back portion of the belt and thus make up the whole belt.
This pocket member also has a front fastening device and the connections for the
shoulder straps similar to the cartridge carrier. Should the officer require to
carry a knapsack this can be superimposed in exactly the same way as the
private’s knapsack the necessary attachment devices being present.

In place of the waterbottle carrier being in skeleton form it may be constructed
somewhat as a bhottomless bucket having a strap across the bottom which
prevents the bottle from falling out. This bucket may be made up of a strip of
material of suitable width strengthened along one edge and folded round with
the ends joined conveniently by a strap which runs down the seam across the
open lower end and up the other side. Two tabs on the upper edge carry slides
or buckles while on the opposite face is a stud. This waterbottle carrier may
be slung from the equipment in the following way. The forward end of the left
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hand brace strap 1s passcd through one of the buckles on the -carrier.
A short strap 1is- provided having at ome end a key-hole slotted
member adapted to engage the stud on the outside of the waterbotitle
carrier. This strap is carried thence rearwards through omne of the flat
loops or eyes mounted as already described on the back portion  of
the belt at its lower edge and adjacent to the pendant key-hole slotted member
already mentioned as being disposed there. The end of the strap is then carried
forward again and through the second buckle on the waterbottle carrier. B

disengaging the key-hole slotted member from the stud on the carrier the bottle
is freed to the extent necessary to enuble it to be drawn forward when it can be
removed from the carrier for use. When returned and in place the hottle is
prevented from undue movement while being slung in a convenient position.

The waterbottle carrier in this form may if preferred be disposed on the right
hand side and mounted in a similar manner. The arrangement can then be the
same as that previously described for cavalry use where the waterbottle carrier
in skeleton form and the haversack were separated. To attach the bucket form
of carrier a short strap must be mounted on the right hand cartridge carrier so
as to project rearwardly from its upper part, the waterbottle carrier being
attached thereto. The bottle carrier is connected rearwardly to the flattened
eye or ring on the right hand rear part of the belt by the strap already described
as provided with a key-hole slotted member. This strap passes from the carrier
through this eye and back to the stud on the botile carrier. The stud in this
form of the bottle carrier may conveniently be so disposed, for instance in a
mid-position, so that it is equally available for engaging the key-hole slotted
member on the end of the strap whether the bottle is arranged on the right or on
the left hand side of the wearer.

The equipment and the various parts thereof may all or some of them be con-
structed of woven fabric, leather or other suitable material. Preferably all the
parts are constructed of woven fabrie the straps being of standard widths
together with the slides and buckles so that these straps will be interchangeable.
Preferably all the strap portions are of the same width except the wider middle
parts of the shoulder straps or braces. The portions which are' permanently
attached to each other may be fastened together by sewing, rivetting or otherwise
as found convenient but a feature of the construction is that the equipment 1s as
a whole built up of parts which can all be readily separated or assembled and in
their separated forms are of simple standard construction. Thus in the event
of onedportion requiring renewal or replacement this can be easily and quickly
effected. :

Dated this 23rd day of June, 1916.
' . KILBURN & STRODE,
Agents for the Applicants.

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION.

Improvements in or relating to Military Equipments.

‘We, Tne Miurs EquipmeEnT Compaxy LimitEp, Manufacturers, and ArserT
ALExXANDER LETHERN, Designer, all of 72, Victoria Street, Westminster, London,
S.W., do hereby declare the nature of this invention and in what manner the
same is to be performed, to be particularly described and ascertained in and by
the following statement:—

This invention relates to military equipments and has for its object to effect
certain improvements in equipments of known type with a view to enabling an
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equipment to be constructed in the first instance for the use of cavalry or
infantry which will be capable of conversion or adaptation for other uses as
oceasion may require, also to permit various forms of equipment {o be built up
from standard parts. :

-The equipment forming the subject of the present invention is based primarily
on the main features embodied in the prior British Patents Nos. 28,812 dated 18th
December 1906 and 23,5686 dated 25th .October 1911 granted jointly {o the present
applicant company. As previously constructed equipments of this nature have
usually been made in the first instance in a form suitable to the particular
purpose for which they were intended to be used as for instance equipments for
the use of infantry or cavalry or officers of either branch of the service, and while
owing to the construction and arrangement of the parts it was possible to effect
some modifications in the disposition of the various members forming the whole
equipment there has mnot been present in these earlier counstructions such a
standardization of the parts that 1t was possible to construct from these paris
different types of equipment without structural modifications or other substantial
alterations. Also such known equipments could not be adapted to varying uses
as for instance where a cavalryman was employed dismounted and required to
have his equipment arranged as for infantry work. In the present equipment
these defects are remedied and an equipment produced which can be modified in
the. various ways indicated. : -

The improved equipment comprises as a basis an arrangement of belt, main
cartridge carriers and shoulder straps or braces such as is already known and
described in the Specifications of the prior British Patents above refeired to
and more particularly No. 23,686 of 1911. The belt iv that comnstruction is
composed of a back portion the ends of which are adjustably connected to two
cartridge carriers which form the front part of the belt and can be jointed at the
front of the wearer.

The shoulder straps or braces are connected by buckles or slides to the back
. portion of the belt and after crossing over each is attached to the upper part of a
cartridge carrier by a buckle or slide. The ends of these braces extend below
the belt and carriers so as to be available for attachment of articles if desired.

According to this invention these basic parts of the equipment are of standard
dimensions and provided with standard fittings and accessories so that articles
such as a haversack, water bottle or the like can be attached thereto or mounted
thereon in various positions according to the requirements of the wearer without

- reconstruction of the equipment or the employment of parts or members which
do not find a place in the standard parts. Further, in order to provide for
cavalry use where 1t'is desirable to sling the rifle over the shoulder a device
disposed on or adjacent to the upper part of one of the cartridge carriers is pro-
vided for the purpose of attaching the rifle sling thereto in a manner which
enables the weight to be taken and partly bdlanced by the cartridge carrier so
.that there is no pressure by the rifle sling across the chest while the rifle itself is
held against a pad or the like disposed to one side of the back part of the belt in
such a manner that it can readily be freed when required for use but is normally,
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prevented from inconvenient movement. The water bottle can be mounted on .

the outside of the haversack and the latter slung from a shoulder strap and fixed
to the belt in such a way that it can be released and though not entirely freed
from the equipment yet available so that it can be drawn from under the wearer’s
arm into a position where access can be readily had to the water bottle. Alter-

5

natively the water bottle can be separated from the haversack and slung in the

same way as the haversack but on the opposite side. A, similar attachment to a
shoulder strap and to the belt is employed so as to permit of the bottle being
freed for access. Either the haversack or the bottle in this case woul

occupy the position in which the rifle when slung would lie to ome
side against the lower part of the wearer’s back. Obyiously in such an arrange-
ment, however, the rifle could not then be slung without altering the position of

bi
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one of these articles. Such arrangements as these are particularly suited for
cavalry wuse but if desired the water bottle and haversack can be
separately suspended from the belt on opposite sides as for infaniry use. Yet
further if a knapsack is required this can be applied to the standard equipment
without difliculty and in such a manner that it can readily be mounted on the
equipment or detached therefrom after the manner described in the Specification
of the British Patent No. 10,893 dated 27th July 1915 granted jointly to the
present applicant Company.

The equipment permits of additional cartridge carriers being mounted if
desired on the belt while a bayonet frog can also be carried on the back portion
of the belt. Further if it is desired to adapt the equipment for officers’ use the
cartridge carriers may he removed and replacecd by, a revolver holster, ammuni-
tion pockets, a case for field glasses and pockels for carrying a compass and other
"articles or yet again these fittings or some of them may be replaced by pockets or
pouches adapted to carry medical necessaries. Thus on the members forming a
basis such as described 1t is possible by standardization of the parts and suitable

-arrangements of the counections and details of construction to make up equip-
ments in various forms or to modify the disposition of the arficles carried on the
equipment as primarily made up so as to meet various requirements and
conditions. _ '

The construction of the improved equipment may now be described in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings in which, '

Figure 1 illustrates one form of the improved equipment displayed or spread
out to show the exterior appearance.

Figure 2 is a similar view but showing the inner side of the equipment.

Figure 3 is an exterior view of the belt portion only showing certain
modifications.

Figure 4 shows an alternative fitting for the belt when employed for the use
of an officer.

Figure 5 shows the companion alternative fitting to that illustrated
Figure 4.

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a part of the equipment showing the manner
of releasing the haversack and water bottle for the purpose of giving access to
them. '

Figure 7 shows a part of the belt with an alternative arrangement for carry-
ing t%le water bottle.

Figulre 8 illustrates by itself the device for holding the rifle to the back of
the belt.

Yigure 9 is a perspective view of a detail.

Figure 10 is a perspective view showing the structure of the haversack.

Figure 11 is a perspective view of a knapsack such as is intended to be
employed with the improved equipment.

Like letters indicate like parts throughout the drawings.

The basis of the equipment is comprised by two cartridge carriers A, which
are attached to the ends of the belt strip so as to make up together the com-
plete balt, the wcartridge carriers being separable from the belt portion B.
Each carrier conveniently comprises a known arrangement of three cartridge
pockets on a backing the pockets being arranged two or more on the belt line
and one or more above them. The forward edge or portion of each cartridge
carrier is provided with a belt fastening member attached to the carrier or its
backing by sewing or otherwise. This member preferably comprises as shown
in Figures 1, 2 and 3 a frame composed of two paraliel members CC? connected
at their ends and having towards one end an eye C? preferably formed squarse
and towards the other end a somewhat flattened broad hook C? of the same
approximate width as the eye. These fastening members are formed similar
except that the hook C? of one member is turned in one direction while the hook
of the other member is turned in the opposite direction and thus when the
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members are attached to the cartridge carriers and the latter are in place th.
hook C? of one member is in a position to engage the square eye C? of the othe
member so that interlocking of these devices 1s effectcd and a convenient fasten
ing is provided for the front ends of the belt.

Un the upper part of each cartridge carrier is mounted an attachmen-
device A! formed conveniently of three parallel members connected at thei.
ends one of these mewmnbers preferably being rather shorter than the other anc
thus forming two flattened eyes of different lengths. The device is attached t
the cartridge carrier by a broad strap A? (Figure 2) passing through the wider
eye of the device while through the narrower eye is passed a short strap A3 whick
is sewn or rivetled in place or otherwise fixed. The other end of this short
strap carries a buckle or slide of the following form. This slide which is show:
separately in Figure 9, comprises two parallel members D D! connected at theis
ends and a third parallel member which is mutilated by a central portion being
removed thus forming two inwardly directed fingers or hooks D2, This device
is similar to one already extensively used in equipments of this kind as a buckle
or slide without tongue. In the improved construction however this slide has
mounted on it a stud D3 of suitable shape and is provided with a flattened eye DA.
The end of the brace sirap is passed through this buckle and adjustably held
thereby and thus connected to the upper part of the cartridge carrier A leaving
the eye D4 and the stud D? free for other uses which will be referred to here-
after.

The rear end of each brace passes through a slide or buckle B! attached by a
short strap B2 to the back portion B of the belt. Both straps B2 may be sewn
or otherwise permanently connected to the belt as shown in Figure 3 or as in
the arrangement illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 only the buckle B' which lies
towards t%e left hand side of the back part B of the belt is thus connected
thereto while in the case of the other buckle B! on the right hand side the
strap B? is formed as a loop through which the belt B is passed. Omne of the
braces E has attached to it by sewing or otherwise at a suitable point in its
length and in its back portion a strip E! of material forming a loop of such
dimensions that the other brace can pass freely through this loop. This is at
the point where the braces cross on the back of the wearer and keeps them *n
place while permitting free play of these braces one with relation to the other.
Each brace E is conveuniently formed broader about its middle portion where it
passes over the shoulder of the wearer and on this broader portion of one or
each brace are formed or mounted one or more loops E? of such width as to
permit of the free passage therethrough of a strap F of less width than that
part of the brace. To one end of this strap is attached a metal fitting ¥* having
a key-hole slot in it adapted to engage the stud D? already described as being
carried on the slide or fitting D mounted at the upper part of each cartridge
carrier A. The arrangement is such that the forward end of this strap F can
be thus attached to or disconnected from the upper part of the cartridge

- earrier A and when freed this strap can slide through the loop or loops E2 on

the brace E. One or both braces is thus provided with a slhiding strap. In
place of the fitting F' having a key-hole slot the forward end of this sliding
strap ¥ mavy have a flattened hook adapted to engage the eye I)* mentioned as
being provided near the stud D3 on the slide I) carried by the upper part of the
cartridge carrier.

At a suitable point in the back portion B of the belt and preferably adjacent
to the point of attachment of one of the braces E is placed a fitting B® having a
key-hole slot in it this fitting being carried so as to hang downward on a short
strap which may be the same strap B? which carries the buckle Bl. Two such
devices are preferably disposed on on each side of the back portion of the belt as
shown in Figures 2 and 3. Adjacent to one or both of these devices a flattened
metal eye B* of suitable dimensions is attached to the belt B." These fittings
are all employed for purposes to be hereinafter described. On the back por-
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tion B of the belt and towards one side thereof there is mounted a pad or
plate G against which the rifle can be held when slung on the shoulder. This
pad, which is shown separately in Figure 8, serves to prevent chafe and is con-
veniently formed of a strip of material faced with fibre, leather or other suit-
able substance, the back of the pad or plate being provided with loops G! through
which the belt B is passed. At one end of this pad there is mounted a slide
or buckle G® and through this slide is passed one end of a strap G3 which as
clearly indicated in Figure 8 is conveniently faced or lined as to pari of its
innerside with material adapled to take the wear or chafe of the rifle against
which it lies. The other end of this strap G3 carries a hook G* of the following
construction which is adapted to engage a flattened metal eye H rivetted or
otherwise securely attached to> the rear portion of the adjacent cartridge
carrier A. This is that carrier which lies on the right hand of the front of the
wearer the rifle being usually slung over the left shoulder with the butt pendant
behind the right hip as shown in Figure 1. The hook in question is formed of a
single piece of wire of suitable thickness doubled on itself to form a flat loop G*
and then twisted as at G° so as o connect the two parts together. The two ends
of the wire thus extend at right angles to, the flat loop G3 and being slightly
separated the end of each is curved into the form of a hook G#, the two hooks
being oppositely directed and lying side by side. There is thus formed a spring
hook composed of -two separable members between which the eye H which the
hook Gt is intended to engage can be passed, the hooks being sprung apart in
the process. When the eye is engaged it is impossible to disengage the hook
except by suitable manipulation thereof so as to bring the hooks into a posi-
tion such that they can be drawn away from and permit the passage between
them of the eye. By means of this device the rifle can be securely strapped
against the side ang back of the wearer in the manner shown in Figure } but
readily released when required for use. The rifle sling J is conveniently pro-
vided with some device such as a pendant strip J* which forms part of the sling
and when the latter is placed over the shoulder permits the rifle to be connectcd
by. a key-hole slotted member J® on the pendant strip J! to the stud or eye D3 on
the upper part of the left hand cartridge carrier A thus leaving the sling J free
te pass loosely over the chest of the wearer.

The haversack K which is shown separalely in Figure 10 is provided at its
rear upper corners with two slides or huckles K! and two tabs or short straps K2
On the front edge of the flap cover K® are two short tabs or straps K* K5 which
lie one over the other, of these the undermost K* is adapted to engage a slide
or buckle X6 mounted on the face of the outer or front wall of the haversack.
The haversack itself may be constructed in various ways but is conveniently
built up of a broad strip of suitable material folded so as to form the front and
back walls and the flap or cover. A narrow strip K7 of the same matcrial is
then attached along the bottom and carried up to form the ends or sides, the
ends K8 of the narrow strip being then directed inwards to form inturned flaps
which lie beneath the cover K3 and partly over the mouth of the haversack so
as to assist in retaining the contents in place. These flaps K® are preferably
sewn along one edge to the cover of the haversack at or near what may be terme:l
the hinge line of the cover so as to obviate having 1o fold them in before clos-
ing the haversack. With this arrangement when the cover K?® is lifted thn
flaps K8 also tend to lift partially with it and are free to be lifted alone their
outer edges and conversely when the cover is closed the flaps automatically oo
hack into place. On the under side of the haversack preferably about the centre
is fixed a stud K?. The second tab or short strap K% on the front edee of the
cover K3 serves as one of the means for attaching and mountine the water bottle
carrier on the haversack. TIn one form this carrier is in the main similar to a
known type and comprises straps which pass round the waterbottle and under it.
One of these straps L which passes from one side of the waterbottle to the other
round and under its base carries at each end a slide or buckle L. At the
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bottom of the skeleton carrier is mounted another slide or buckle L2. The latter
when the bottle is to be mounted on the haversack K engages the uppermost
short strap or tab K5 above described as being provided on the front edge of the
haversack cover K3. The slides L' on the ends of the side straps L of the waier-

bottle carrier are adapted to engage the tabs K2 on the upper corners of +he !

haversack (see Figures 1 and G) so that the waterbotile is then mounted on the
flap K3 of the haversack in such a wav that access can be readily had to the
contents of the haversack since when the cover is opened the waterbottle is lifted
with it. On the other hand the waterbottle itself 1s equally available for use.

That strap L? forming part of the skeleton bottle carrier which passes round

the centre of the bottle is conveniently reinforced or thickened at two opposite
points where most sharply curved so as to stiffen the strap and cause the carrier
to iend to maintain its shape and remain open when the bottle is removed. This
facilitates replacing the bottle. On the bottom of the carrier near the buckle L2

but not appearing in the drawings is arranged a stud adapted to engage one of .

the key-hole slotted members B3 mounted on the back portion B of the belt
when the bottle is arranged in one of the positions hereafter described.
Supposing the above described membens are to be arranged to form an equip-
ment suitable for a cavalryman the waterbottle is mounted on the haversack K
in the manner described and shown in Figure 1 and the haversack is attached
to the equipment in the following way. One of the slides or buckles K! on the
upper back portion of the haversack is engnged by a short strap A4 which pro-
jects rearwardly from the upper part of the left hand cartridge carrier A. The
other buckle or slide K! on the haversack is engaged by the rear end of one of
the narrow straps F which lies over a shoulder strap or brace E and passes
through the loops EZ2 thereon this being the brace which runs across the right
shoulder of the wearer. The other end of the sliding strap ¥ is attached in the
manner described to the stud D? at the top of the right hand cartridge carrier
(see Figure 1). The stud K® at the bottom of ithe haversack is engaged by the

key-hole slotted member B? pendant from the left hand back portion of the belt :

(see Figure 2). The baversack and waterbottle are thus firmly carried at the
back of the wearer towards the left hand side. If it is required to have access
to the haversack or waterbottle the stud K? at the hottom of the haversack is
first disengaged from the key-hole slotted member B?* and then the front end
of the sliding strap F passing over the right shoulder is released from thc
stud D3, Tt is then possible to draw the haversack K and waterbottle forward
beneath the left arm into the position shown in Figure 6 though the haversack
still remains suspended from the short strap A4 which connects it to the left
hand cartridge carrier A. The haversack can subsequently be replaced by
pulling on the sliding shoulder strap F and again fastening the end thereof by
engaging the member ¥F! with the stud D3 after which the stud K® beneath the
haversack is once more engaged by the member B? pendant from the back of the
belt B. With this arrangement of the equipment the rifle can be slung with
the eling strap J passing over the left shoulder the weight being taken and
balanced to a considerable extent through the pendant strip J! by the left hand
cartridge carrier A in the manner already described. The rifle is held firmly
against the back of the wearer towards the right hand side bv the strap G® with
hook device G4 which passes round the rifle and holds it against the chafing pad
or plate G. When the breech or butt end of the rifle is thus held a certain
amount of the weight thereof is taken by the belt at this point owing to the
rifle being kept close to the bodv and not being allowed to swing freely. In this
way the total weight of the rifle mav be considered to be distributed between
the shoulder of the wearer, the cartridee carrier A on the left hand side in the
front and the belt B on the right hand side at the back.

If the rifle is not to be slune, the waterbottle, in place of being mounted on
the outside of the haversack X in the manner deseribed above and shown in
Figures 1 and 2, may be separated from the haversack and disposed on the

n



10

15

20

25

30

356

40

45

50

55

"108,167 13
opposite side of the back of the wearer against the belt B in the same way as the
haversack. If so arranged the waterbottle is connected by one of the slides or
buckles L' with which 1t is provided at its upper part to the rear end of one_ of
the straps ¥ which slides over a shoulder strap Ik, this connection being the same
as that employed for suspending one corner of the haversack. This strap F
is not shown in the drawings but is similar in every way to the strap ¥ illus-
trated in Figures 1 and 2 and passes through loops E? disposed on the brace E

which passes over the left shoulder. The other upper buckle or slide L! of the.

waterbottle carrier is connected to a short strap which extends rearwardly from
the upper part of the cartridge carrier on the side where the botile is disposed.
This strap which is not shown in the drawings is similar to the strap A* and the
method of connection is the same as that employed for the forward corner of the
haversack. Finally the stud on the underside of the hottle carrier is engaged
with one of the key-hole slotted members B3 provided for this purpose on the
back portion B of the belt. The suspension of the waterbottle is thus identical
with that employed for the haversack when arranged for cavalry use and the
bottle can be partially released so that it can be drawn forward under the arm
of the wearer in the same manner as a similar operation can be performed with
the haversack as above set forth and shown in Figure 6.

If now a cavalryman is dismounted and it is desired io arrange his equipment
as for an infantryman, the rifle can be removed and carrvied in the usual way.
The haversack K and waterbottle may then be detached from the equipment and
slung one on either side of the wearer in the following way. As already men-
tioned the ends of the brace straps X extend beyond their points of attachment
in the front to the cartridge carriers A and in the rear to the back portion B
of the belt. These ends E? of the brace members can thus be utilised to engage
the slides or buckles K! and L! mounted on the upper parts of the haversack K
and waterbottle carrier respectively. According as it may be convenient the
waterbottle may be thus slung at the right hand side and the haversack at the
left hand side or conversely.

If the equipment is to be made up primarily for the use of an infantryman the
device G G® G* for strapping the rifle to the back right hand portion of the
belt B can be removed. The haversack and waterbottle are then slung from
the ends E? of the brace members E in the manner described. A knapsack M
such as shown in Figure 11 which is of the kind described in the Specification
of the British Patent No. 10,893 of 1915 may then be mounted on the equip-
ment the carrying straps M! being connected at their forward portions to the
studs D3 on the upper parts of the cartridge carriers A if the knapsack is pro-
vided as shown in Figure 11 with key-hole slotted fittings M2 for this purpose.
Alternatively if as preferred the kmapsack carrying straps are provided with
hooks in place of the members M2 these hooks can engage the flat eyes D* formed
on the members D which carry the studs D? and are mounted on the upper parts
of the cartridge carriers A. If desired a cavalryman when dismounted and
after rearrangement of his haversack and waterbottle as above described can
carry a knapsack in this manner as the necessary connections are provided on
his equipment. : i :

If the infantryman fequires accommodation for additional cartridges the
necessary pockets can be mounted on the hack portion B of the belt behind the
main cartridge carriers A. For example as shown in Figure 3 a pocket N of
suitable type and dimensions is provided with one or more loops or other attach-
ing devices on its back and through these loops the back portion B of the belt
is passed. The pocket N thus lies preferably immediately behind the main
cartridge carrier A. A bayonet frog O of suitable tvpe can also be carried on
the belt B by passing the latter through loops on the frog which then lies on the
left hand side adjacent to the main cariridge carvier A, and hetween it and the
extra pocket N if the latter is used as shown in Figure 3. :

In the case of the infantry form of the equipment the sliding straps F which
lie on the braces E are not requ_ired and these can be drawn out of the retaining

o
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loops E? and either not supplied with the equipment when made up for this
purpose or retained for use if it is desired to adapt or modify the equipment in
other ways in the manner described.

Yet again if the equipment is to be arranged for the use of officers the haver-
sack and waterbottle can be slung as already mentioned from the ends E3 of the
brace members E or carried as for a cavalryman for instance as shown in
Figures 1 and 2. The cartridge carriers A however in this case are replaced by
fittings suitable for an officer. For instance as shown in Figure 4 a pistol
holster P is arranged on a suitable backing Q with a pocket R adapted to hold
pistol ammunition above it. This member has the necessary belt connection Q!
and front fastening device C and takes the place of the left hand cartridge
carrier A, and is provided at its upper part with a slide or buckle D having the
stud D? and eye D* as described in the case of the cartridge carrier. The right
hand cartridge carrier is replaced by two superimposed pockets S and T mounted
on a suitable backing Q as shown in Figure 5. The upper and smaller pocket S
is adapted to'contain a compass or other like article while a larger one T below
will contain field glasses. The backing Q on which these pockets are mounted
is arranged as the cartridge carrier which it replaces so as to be connected to
the back portion B of the belt and thus make up the whole belt. This pocket
member also has a front fastening device C and the connection D for the shoulder
straps E similar to the cartridge carrier. Should the officer require to carry a
knapsack such as M this can be superimposed in exactly, the same way as the
private’s knapsack the necessary attachment devices being present.

In place of the waterbottle carrier being in skeleton form it may be con-
structed somewhat as a bottomless bucket L® having a strap across the bottom
which prevents the bottle from falling out. Such a device and the method of
using it is shown in Figure 7. This bucket may be made up of a strip of
material of suitable width strengthened along the upper edge and folded round
with the ends joined conveniently by a strap L* which runs down the seam across
the open lower end and up the other side. Two tabs on the uvper edge carry
slides or buckles L’ while on the opposite face is a stud LS. This waterbottle
carrier may be slung from the equipment in the following way. The forward
end E3 of the left hand brace strap E is passed through one of the buckles L on
the carrier. A short strap L7 is provided having at one end a key-hole slotted
member L& adapted to engage the stud L% on the outside of the waterbottle
carrier. This strap L7 is carried thence rearwards through one of the flat loops
or eyes B* mounted as already described on the back portion B of the belt at ita
lower edge and adjacent to the pendant key-hole slotted member B3. The end
of the strap L7 is then carried forward again and through the second buckle LS
on the waterbottle carrier. By disengaging the key-hole slotted member L8
from the stud LS on the carrier the bottle i1s freed to the extent necessary to
enable it to be drawn forward when it can be removed from the carrier for use.
When returned and in place the bottle is prevented from undue movement while
being slung in a convenient position.

The waterbottle carrier in this form may if preferred be disposed on the right
hand side and mounted in a similar manner. The arrangement can then be the
same as that previously described for cavalry use where the waterbottle carrier
in skeleton form and haversack were separated. To attach the bucket form of
carrier I3 a short strap must be mounted on the right hand cartridge carrier
so as to project rearwardly from its upper part, the waterbottle carrier being
attached thereto. This strap would be similar to the strap A% and is arraneed
and used in a similar manner beingl passed through one of the slides L5,
Through the other slide is passed the rearward end of a sliding strap F which
is then arranged to pass over the left shoulder. If provided as is preferable
with a stud on the bottom portion of the strap L4 this stud is engaged with the
key-hole slotted member B? on the belt. The hottle is then held on the right
hand side in the same way as the haversack is arranged on the left side aa
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described and shown in Figures 1 and 2. Alternatively if it is desired to sus-
pend the bottle when in the carrier L3 on the right side instead of on the left
as shown in Figure 7 it is connecled rearwardly to the flattened eye or ring B*
on the right hand rear purt of the belt by the.strap L7. This strap passes from
the carrier L3 through this eye B* and back to the stud L8 on the botile carrier.
The stud in this form of the beottle carrier may conveniently be disposed for
instance in a mid-position, ou the strap L* and not to one side thereof as in
Figure 7 so that it is equally available for engaging the key-hole slotted
member L® on the end of the strap L7 whether the bottle is arranged on the right
or on the left hand side of the wearer. '

The equipment and the various parts thereof may all or some of them be con-
structed of woven fabric, leather or other suitable material. Preferably
all the parts are constructed of woven fabric the straps being of standard
widths together with the slides and buckles so that these siraps will
be interchangeable. Preferably all the strap portions are of the same width
except the wider middle parts of the shoulder straps or braces E. The portions
which are permanently attached to each other may be fastened together by
sewing or rivetting or otherwise as found convenient but a featurc of the com-
struction is that the equipment is as a whole built up of parts which can all be
readily separated or assembled and in their separated forms are of simple
standard construction. Thus in the event of one portion requiring renewal or
replacement this can be easily and quickly effected.

Having now particularly described and ascertained the nature of our said
invention and in what manner the same is to be performed, we declare that
what we claim is:— .

1. In a military equipment the combination with a basic structure composed
of a belt piece detachably connected at each end to a cartridge carrier or like
alternative member and having crossed braces detachably connected at the back
to the belt piece and at the front to the upper-parts of the cartridge carriers or
other members, of attaching members such as the stud D® and eye D* on the
buckle 1), straps A?*, slotted metal devices B2, rings B* eye H, and sliding
straps F with slotted metal devices F?, all of which together with the ends E3
of the braces and standard accessories such as a haversack, water bottle carrier,
rifle holding device, extra cariridge pockets and bayonet frog enable an equip-
ment to be made up on the same basic structure either for an officer, for a
trocper or for a private and to be modified for cavalry or infantry use.

2. In a military equipment the combination with a basic structure as claimed
in Claim 1 of a haversack constructed as described with flaps such as K® beneath
the cover and having mounted on the edge of the cover flap K? short straps such
as K4 K5 and further having attached to 1ts upper corners at the back buckles or
slides such as K! and short straps such as K2 the haversack being capable of
attachment to the main equipment in the alternative ways described and
arranged if necessary to have the water bottle carrier detachably mounted on it
as set forth. : .

3. In a military equipment the combination with a basic structure as claimed
in Claim 1 of a pad such as G with detachable strap G® provided at one end with
a spring hook G* the whole constituting a device which can be detachably
mounted on the belt piece of the equipment for the purpose of helding the rifle
when slung over the shoulder as set forth.

4. In a military equipment the combination with a basic structure-as claimed
in Claim 1 of a water bottle carrier such as L3 L* having attached to its upper
part buckles or slides such as L5 and mounted on its side a stud L6 with or
without another siud mounted oun its bottom, and a strap L7 provided with a
slotted metal device L& mountied at one end thereof, the carrier being so formed
that it can be mounted or slung on the equipment in alternative ways so as to
permit of ready access thereto when the bottle is to be removed as set forth.
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5. In a military equipment the combinatlion with a basic structure as claimed
in Claim 1 and a haversack as claimed in Claim 2 of a skeleton water botile
carrier having buckles or slides such as L! mounted on the ends of a strap L, a
buckle or slide L? mounted at the lower part of the carrier and a stud mounted
at its base and the whole arranged so that it can be detachably disposed on the
cover flap K? of the haversack or alternatively separately mounted on or sus-
pended from the equipment as set forth. _

6. In a military equipment the combinalion with a basic structure as claimed
in Claim 1 of slides or buckles 1) D! D2 each having a stud I)® and an eye D4 and
mounied on the upper part of a cartridge carrier or of a like accessory as for
officers’ use, the stud D* being adapted 10 engage key-hole slotted metal pieces
such as ¥!' mounted on the shiding straps ¥, or M?® mounted on the knapsack
carrying straps, or such as J2 on the end of a rifle sling J, while the eye D* is
available to engage hook members which may be employed in place of the slotied
members M? or J? as set forth. -

7. In a military equipment of the kind described: the combination with a belt
composed of a belt piece such as B detachably connected towards its ends to
cartridge carriers such as A or alternatively to accessory pockets such as P, R
or S, T made up on backings for officers’ use, of end fastening devices such
as C, C', C?, C® mounted on the cartridge carriers or like alternative members,
and two short siraps such as B? each carrying at one end a slide or buckle such
as B! and at the other end a metal slotted piece such as B® and a ring B4, the
straps B? for these ﬁttin;is being either both permanently attached to the belt
portion B or one so attached and the other mounted on a loop so as to slide on
the belt portion as set forth. .

8. The combination and arrangement of parts constituting the complete
military equipment as deseribed and illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

9. The complete haversack constituting an accessory part of the described
military equipment and the means for mounting it on this equipment and the
means for mounting a water bottle on the haversack as described and illus-
trated in Figures 1, 2, 6 and 10 of the accompanying drawings.

10. The complete pad and strap device constituting an accessory part of the
described military equipment which device together with the eye H serves to
hold the rifle to the back of the belt as described and illustrated in Figures 1, 2
and 8 of the accompanying drawings.

11. The buckle or slide device constituting a fitting on the described military
equipment as described and illustrated in Figure 9 of the accompanying
drawings. .

Dated this 4th day of December, 1916.
KILBURN & STRODE,

Agents for the Applicants.

Redhill: Printed for His Majesty’s Stationery Office, by Love & Malcomson, Ltd —1917,
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