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N° 28,812

Date of Apnlication, 18th Dec., 1906—Accepted; 8th Aug., 1907
COMPLETE SPECIFICATION.
‘ Improvements in or relating to Military Equipxﬁents and the like ”’.

We, The Hon. Arrnur Jex Davey, Gentleman and Tur Mrirs KquipMeNT
Coupraxy Limitep, Manufacturers, both of 68, Victoria Street, Westminster,
in the County of London, do hereby declare the nature of this invention and
in what manner the same is to be performed to be particularly described and
ascertained in and by the following statement:—

This invention relates to military equipments and the like and has for its
object to construct an equipment which shall be easily manipulated in different
forms and comfortable to the wearer.

The present invention relates to that type of military equipmeni which com-
prises a belt and carlridge carriers, braces or shoulder straps for the belt aund
attachments for the water botile, haversack and knapsack, entrenching {ool,-
or other .articles.

According to this invention.a belt is provided with cartridge carricrs which
can be adjusted in position on the belt and detached therefrom . when desired,
these varricrs being in the form of a set of pockets adapted preferably to
contain cartridges m clips and having flap covers. Sling members which con-
stitute the braces are connected to the belt behind and to an upward extension
of the cartridge carriers in fromt and thus {hrough them 1o the front portions
of the belt. The ends of these sling members extend below the belt and iare
adapted to form attachments for the haversack and water bottle. The sling
members are crossed over the back but free of ench other and the wrrangement
is such that one end of one sling member is attached to the buck part of the
haversack say on the left side and after crossing the right shoulder 1s attached
to the front side of the water Loitlé while the rear end of the other sling
member is attached to the hinder side of the water bottle on lhe right and after
c¢rossing the left shoulder is connected to the front edge of the haversack on
the left. These sling members thus also constitute braces and by reason of
their cross connection to the weights {0 be carried enable the equipment io
adjust itself on the body of the wearer and balance these weights in a convenient
and comforiable manner. The knapsack is attuched 1o the shoulder portions
of the sling members by tabs or short straps secured to the knapsack and

cengaging with buckles on the sling members. A steadying strap 1s con-

veniently provided near the lower edge of the knapsack and encircles the belt.
Further in order to securely hold the knapsack in place and provide a balanc-
ing connection between the weights two straps running from the top of the
knapsack cross over the back and are conunected to the back lower edges of the
cartridge carriers. These straps may however be dispensed with 1f desired.

The various portions of the equipment are convenienily made in woven fabric
though other-materials may be employed for the whole or parts of it if found
desirable. 'The buckles cmployed are preferably of a known- fype somewhat
resembling slides and without tongues so that no perforation of the straps 1s
necessary. ‘

In the accompanying drawings, :

Figure 1 is an elevation of the complete equipment with the belt open and
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viewed from the inside showing the surfaces which rest on the body of the
wearer. - .

Figure 2 is an elevalion of the equipment from the rear -with the belt open
and the exterior aspect of the several parts displayed.

Figure 3 is a view of 'the outer side of one of the cartridge carriers.

Figure 4 is a view of the inner face of one of these carriers.

The belt A carries at' one end a buckle A! of the type shown having fingers
which engage the edges of the belt and thus avoid perforating the Ilatler as
would be mnecessary with a tongue. The bayonet frog A2 15 conveniently
permanently attached to the belt by sewing. At suitable points on the back
portion of the belt and at its upper edge are atfached two buckles A%, Al
with which engage respectively straps B C which constitute sling members
and also serve as braces. These sling members B C cross each other at the
back but are free of each other Leing respeclively connected to other parts
of the equipment as hereinafter described. :
© Two cartridge carriers 1) are provided respectively for the right and left
side of the belt. These cartridge carriers conveniently comprise a backing D!
with two or- more conveniently three pockets T2 woven along the face -and
adapted {0 contain cartridges in clips, o Hap ¥ to cover over nll the pockets
being provided and fastened dowin by suitable meuns. An upward extension Dt
of the backing carries one or more similar’ pockets 1)* also provided with a flap.
A buckle ) is permanently connected to the upper end of the extension piece D*
“and a narrow strap 1)7 runs diagonally from the upper part of this extension 1)+
to the lower rearmost corner of the backing DI, the frce cond of this strap
being used in the manner to be hereinafter described. At either end of the
backing piece D' are mounted C shaped members 18 the fingers of which
are adapted to engage the ¢dges of the belt and take a hold thereon as a means
of attachment. “ As an additional means of connecting the cartridge carriers
to the belt straps D? are attacbed to the upper cdges of the backing D' and
after encircling the belt have their ends connecled again 1o the front side of
the backing D' between the pockets by spring clips or m some other convenient
way. :

The carriers are mounted on the belt so as to lie on cither side of the weaver
in the way shown in the drawings the arrangement being such that this
carrier can readily be detached from the belt and adjusted thereon as desired.

Turning now again to the sling members B C the forward cnds of these
crossing the shoulder ave passed through the buckles D¢ of the envtridge cur-
riers aund thus through them attached to the front portions of the belt. The
strap C thus starting from the buckle At on the right hand side of the bLack
of the belt crosses gver the left shoulder and passes down to the buckle 1)6
on the cartridge carrier on the left side. The strap B starting from the buckle A3
ou the left side of the back portion of the belt vrosses the right shoulder and
cugiages with the buckle D¢ of the right caitridge carrier. The front end C!
of the strap C extends down below and within the bell and is conunected to o
buckle E! carried at one upper edge of the haversack K. To « buckle T2 ¢corvied
on the back upper edge of the haversack ¥ is connected the rear end B2 of the
strap B. This haversack is conveniently arranged on the left side of the wearer.
Similarly on the right side of the wearer the front end" B! of the strap B is
connected to a buckle F!' attached to the front upper side of a water bottle
holder strap F. This is provided with a buckle F2 at its rear upper edge
with which engages the back end C? of the strap C.

The knapsack G has two short straps G! on its upper side which serve to
connect the knapsack to the straps B and C buckles B? 03 being provided
for this purposc and situaled at a point in the straps B C such that they will
lie approximately on the shoulders of the wearer. These buckles can be slid
into the desived positions on the straps B and C to fit the wearer of the
equipment.  The knapsack is also provided o its upper side with two huckles G2
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with which engage the ends of two straps G% G* which ave led over 'the back
of the knapsack across each other and each terminate in buckles which serve

. to connect the free ends of the straps D7 which extend from the rear portions

of the cartridge carriers D. Thus the strap G* passing from the upper right
side of the knapsack crosses over to the left lower side and is connecled to
the strap D7 of the left hand cartridge carrier while the strap G* crosses from
the left hand upper side of the knapsack over to the right hand lower side
and is there connccted to the strap 1) of the right hand cartridge cavrier.
To_give additional steadinvess to the kuapsack a short strap G° is attuched to
its back just above thé part that should lie above the waist belt.  This
strap B3 encircles the waist belt and is attached by a clip fastening G¢ or in
some other convenient way to the underside of the knapsack.

"It will be seen from the above description that in the first place the cross
connected sling straps B and C enable the whole equipment to adjust itself on
the wearer and the parts to balance each other in such a way as to give more
comfort. Further the attachment for the knapsack is on the one hand exceed-
ingly simple being mainly by the short straps G' to the shoulder buckles B* C?
of the sling members B C. Further by providing the knapsack with the
crossing straps G* G* and connecting these to the cartridge carriers a balanc-
g effect belween these cartridge carriers and the knapsack.is obtained when
combined with the cross connected sling members so that there is a freedom

- of movement between the various parts of the equipment which uaturally

allows freedom of movement to the wearer and enables the weights carried to
adjust themselves to varying circumstances. ' .

The cquipment is so construcled that in addition to all the several parts
being easily detachable from the rest different combinations can be made to
meet varylig vequirements. Thus starting from the oquipment as a whole
with the knapsack attached as shown in Figures 1 and 2 of the accompanying
drawings first the konapsack may be removed leaving the belt with the cart-
ridge carriers and the slings serving as braces for the bell and supports for
the haversack and water bottle. Then if desired the haversack and water
bottle may be detached from the sling members B € which then serve as braces
or shoulder supports for the eartridge carriers on the belt, these cartridge
caariers being if necessary supplemented by other cartridge carriers of similar
type attached to the belt in some convenient way. Further the sling membery
and cariridge carriers may be removed from the belt leaving the Jatter so that
it may be worn with or without the bayonet for undress purposes. Yet again
the sling mcmbeis B and C can be used with the haversack and watei’ bottle
without the belt, other cartridge carriers in . bandoleer ov like form if neces-
sury being provided for use under such circumstances.

Additional cartridge carrviers may of course be used with the equipment -
as a whole if necessary these carviers being either in bandoleer form or in
the form of detachable pockets mounted on the belt

Having now particularly described and ascertuined the nature of our said
invention and in what munmner the sune is to be performed, we declare that
what we claim is:— '

1. In a military equipment the combination with a belt of cartrikdge cariers
such as 1) detachably connected to the belt and sling members such as B C
to which the knapsack can be attached these sling members being cross
connected to the haversack and water bottle and serving also as braces for
the belt, in the manner set forth.

2. In o military equipment the combination with a belt, carlridge carviers
detachably connected thereto, a haversuck and a water bottle, of sling members
such as B3 C to which these articles are attached in the manner described so
that the equipment ean adjust itself about the bodyv of the wearer as set forth.

3. In o military equipment the combination with a belt of cartridge carriers
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such as I and sling members such as B € all detachably connected in the
manner described and capable of use in various ways and with or without a
water bottle, haversack and knapsack or other articles as set forth:

4. The  combination and arrangement of parts constituting the complete

military equipment substantially as described and 111ustrf|tc(l in Figures 1
and 2 of the accoinpanying drawmgq

Dated this 17th day of December 1906.

B. K DUNBAR KILBURN,
Agent for the Applicants.

Redhill: Printed for His Majesty’'s &tatmuely Uﬂ1 v, by Love & Afalcowmson, Ltd.—1907
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